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1. PERSECUTION, CONVICTIONS, CULTURAL POLICY

2. LIFE OF THE IMPRISONED PEOPLE

3. DISSENT AND CULTURAL ACTIVISM

4. VOICES OF BELARUSIAN CULTURE

5. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

6. POLITICAL PRISONERS’ BIRTHDAYS

 

"Their shackles and hatred will break against 
our dancing, singing and laughing."

Maria Kalesnikava

donate to Save Our Songs

STAND WITH BELARUSIAN ARTS AND CULTURE COMMUNITY

https://www.gofundme.com/f/pxmvs-support-for-belarus
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Фота мае ілюстратыўны характар.  
Edward Paterson @suh5pence, unsplash.com

Аляксандр Агееў, Віталь Еўмянькоў, Ігар Шаруха

The Poloniczka Cultural and Educa�onal Associa�on of Poles in 
Belarus has been liquidated for “ac�vi�es that contradict the 
statute and for dissemina�ng informa�on that discredits 
Belarus”. 

The Interna�onal Film Fes�val “ ”, which has been Listapad
held in Minsk annually since 1994, this year will be organized 
by Belarusfilm, not by Art Corpora�on Center for Visual Arts. 
Last year, “Listapad” was canceled" due to the unfavorable 
epidemiological situa�on", the organizers learned about it 
from the media.

The court hearing on liquida�on of the  has Belarusian PEN Center
been postponed to August 9.

The private  was eliminated on the decision of Nił Hilevič University
the authori�es. 

A video clip by the  band was labeled extremist by the Daj Dorogu
court ruling. The musicians chose to close access to it on the web, 
not to put anyone who may share it in danger, and the leader of 
the band Jury Stylski le� Belarus. 

1. Persecution, Convictions, Cultural Policy
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Аляксандр Агееў, Віталь Еўмянькоў, Ігар Шаруха

Фота: svaboda.org

16 people were a�acked by the armed people, with 
shoo�ng and drone filming, at a Birthday party of the front 
woman of  fantasy-folk band Nadziežda Irdorath. Irdorath
Six musicians were fined. Uładzimir Kałač, Nadzieja Kałač, 
Piotr Marčanka, Julija Junickaja and Anton Šnip, Pavał 
Šmyha, and Zmicier Šymanski are facing criminal charges 
as suspects of group ac�ons that grossly violate public 
order. Maryja Padalak, Alaksandr Sinkievič, Dźmitryj 

Šymanski, Jaŭhien Srecienski, Michaił Arakčejeŭ and Alaksiej Pałaŭčenia received 15 days of 
administra�ve arrest. Last summer the band played during the Sunday marches in Minsk. 

Uladzimir Mackievič, a philosopher and 
methodologist, the founder of the Flying University, 
and , a sociologist and Taćciana Vadałažskaja
coordinator of the Flying University, were detained 
on August 4 a�er a KGB search. They are now in the 
Pre-Trial Deten�on Centre of the KGB. Uladzimir 
Mackievič is suspected of organizing or par�cipa�ng 
in ac�ons that violate public order.

New sentences in the " ": karahod case
11 people received from 2 to 3 years in 

open air prison and home 
imprisonment, one – Ihar Łaptovič – 

2.5 years in a colony. 7 of the 12 
defendants pleaded not guilty.

Police came to , Dźmitry Dźmitryjeŭ
photographer of the Novy Čas media outlet, 
on August 5, and he was sentenced to 15 
days of administra�ve arrest.  

http://fly-uni.org/about-flying-university/
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The authori�es disseminate a “ ” of 400 names of art workers, journalists, etc., who black list
spoke out against the elec�on fraud and violence, quit in protest, went on strike, and so on, 
calling not to hire these people; their personal informa�on is also spread.

Siarhiej Vieramiejuk, a musician who was sentenced to 
15 days in prison in June, the day before he was to 
defend his diploma, le� Belarus last last night. On 
August 9, he had a summons to the military registra�on 
and enlistment office (which meant that he could be 
sent to serve in the army).

Ihar Bancar, musician, was put in the puni�ve confinement for 
10 days for “viola�ng the imprisonment regime”.

Nobel laureate Svetlana Alexievich was 
removed from the school curriculum in 
Russian literature for 11th grades of 
schools in Belarus. Her name is not 
men�oned in the list of "Russian-
language literature of Belarus". Works of 
another Nobel laureate, Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, who wrote about the 
Gulag, were also removed from the 
curriculum.
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Viktar Babaryka, a patron of 
Belarusian culture, businessman, the 
leading candidate in the pre-elec�on 

period 2020, and poli�cal prisoner, 
sentenced to 14 years of 

imprisonment, has been transported 
to the Navapolack colony, where his 

work is to put firewood in the 
bakery stove.

Maria Kalesnikava was offered 
to speak for 
Belteleradiocompany’s TV 
channel, in an interview 
similar to the one with Raman 
Pratasievič. Maria replied that 
she would agree to give an 
interview to the ONT co-
worker Marat Markaŭ on 
condi�on that she tells "the 
shocking truth about her 
abduc�on, inves�ga�on and 
lawlessness in prison."

2. Life of the Imprisoned People

https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/victar-babaryka
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The Belarusian publishing house , the arrest from Januškievič
their accounts were li�ed in mid-July, announced the release 
of the third book of Harry Po�er's adventures –  "Harry Po�er 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban" in a Belarusian transla�on. 

Vasil Hryn's Don't Despair book " " 
has been published. When reading 

it, one discovers different aspects of 
the Belarusian soul.

Januškievič Alhierd  publishing house has re-launched 
Bacharevič's Dogs of Europe book " ", which has been 
under examina�on for "extremism" since April 8.

An online talk with the writer 
and member of PEN Belarus 

Alhierd Bacharevič took place
 on August 4 at the invita�on 

of the Belarusians of Scotland 
and the Skaryna Book Club.

3. Dissent and Cultural Activism

https://www.facebook.com/events/1108911829517156/?ref=newsfeed
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Фота: Euroradio.fm

A portrait of , Vital Šyšoŭ
a Belarusian ac�vist in exile, found dead in Kyiv

Belarusians 
through the eyes of the ar�st vera.bei

A drawing about the situa�on with the Belarusian sprinter , whom Krys�na Tsimanouskaya
the Belarusian Na�onal Olympic Commi�ee wanted to forcibly send from Tokyo to Belarus.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CSEyCxxoaHU/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/national/19484231.belarus-athlete-claims-olympic-team-tried-send-home/
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Marharyta Laŭčuk reads 
a poem by 

Anna Złatkoŭskaja 
about missing the home 

where you can’t go back.

In the new episode of the 
YouTube program 
" ", Around Culture

Mikita Monič [Nikita Monich] 
tells about the first Belarusian 

museologists.

 

The Belarusian band  Haradsky Val
dedicated their new track to Maria 
Kalesnikava, all the musicians 
who played at the neighbours’ gatherings, 
and Alaksiej Sančuk.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sHAcrBNYRg&feature=emb_title
https://soundcloud.com/haradskival/fest
https://youtu.be/AYS9D-yDdXo
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Belarusian music band 
Intelligency has released a 
new song and a video clip, 
�tled Belaruskaja Malitva 

(Belarusian Prayer). 

A-100 (patrol sta�ons chain) team has 
launched a project of free guided tours 
around Minsk, “ ”. Tours for a ‘Thank you’
Every week, they organize free tours of less 
popular areas of the city, telling about 
beau�ful places, streets and, of course, about 
their history.

Belarusian musicians 
played a concert for the 
birthday of , Aleś Puškin

the ar�st imprisoned for 
his pain�ng. 

The , which took place Tutaka fes�val
on August  and , is not only the music of the 6 7
Belarusian revolu�on, but also a way to show 
Belarusian culture and art in full diversity.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ay4QQYXzAfY
https://youtu.be/oXHk2GYNgcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYxQMe8b0w4
https://youtu.be/6sqRMMNiq3E
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Фота: Euroradio.fm

Maria Kalesnikava from the pre-trial prison called on 
Lukashenka to stop the violence,

“I urge you to stop figh�ng with your own people, listen 
to Belarusians and start a new dialogue. Stop the 

violence! Stop the absurd lawsuits! Don’t destroy the 
economy and successful businesses! Release people from 

prisons!”

Alhierd Bacharevič,
“The reality of my novels has always been born of contact 
with people. Belarusians live as if they were prisoners of 
some terrible text invented by a sick author. A crooked, 
anxious reality, absurdity and angry laughter at every turn.
Can a different kind of literature be born here?”

Kaciaryna Andrejeva (Bachvalava), 
journalist and author sentenced to 2 years in a general-

security penal colony,
“My task is to save my soul from degrading and not allow 

prison to seep into me. Not to become a part of the ugly 
[prison world], but to make the space around myself a 

li�le nicer”. 

Maksim Znak in an interview from behind the bars,
“A year ago I worked hard for the good and adhered to the 
le�er of law. So I have a clear conscience about the value of 
my ac�ons. Should you regret that you went to the 
basement and discovered the fire, or is it be�er never to 
open the door and live in blissful ignorance? I don’t think 
so, of course. I don’t regret the choice I made."

4. Voices of Belarusian Culture

https://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article232847251/Belarus-Stoppt-die-Gewalt-Stoppt-die-absurden-Gerichtsprozesse.html?icid=search.product.onsitesearch
https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/kacjaryna-andreeva-bakhvalava
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An exhibi�on “ ” Long live Belarus
takes place in the polish .Galeria Wieża Ciśnień

Polish musicians recorded a song
in memory of .Vitold Ašurak

An interview with , Olga Shparaga
philosopher, PEN Belarus member, was 
published in the largest Swedish daily 
newspaper . Dagens Nyheter

Interviews with  and Hanna Komar
Dmitry Strotsev in the Norwegian 

newspaper Klassekampen. 

5. International Solidarity

https://www.instagram.com/p/CSBh2UeLS37/?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtkvvhlYaY
https://www.dn.se/kultur/olga-sjparaga-den-belarusiska-revolutionen-lever-vidare-genom-omsesidig-omsorg/
https://klassekampen.no/utgave/2021-08-05/okt-press-mot-forfattere
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The anthology " " in Swedish is to be releasedOne Year in Belarus
 for the anniversary of August 9. It includes poems, essays, interviews and le�ers 

wri�en during the protests by 14 Belarusian authors.

An exhibi�on and public program Screams of the 
Silenced in solidarity with Belarusian voices of (ar�s�c) 
resistance protes�ng against a derailed dictatorship 
opened on August 7 in the Hague. 

The European Council of Literary Translators’ Associa�ons (CEATL), 
the European Federa�on of Journalists (EFJ) the European Writers Council (EWC) and  

call on the governments of Europe and the interna�onal community to demonstrate firm 
support for the democracy movement in Belarus and to provide refuge and humanitarian 

assistance to those fleeing the country.

https://europeanwriterscouncil.eu/ewc-efj-ceatl-standwithbelarus/
https://thegreyspace.net/program/belarus-screams-of-the-silenced/
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6. Political Prisoners’ Birthdays

In August, 8 people who have been somehow involved in the process of cultural development of 
our country, will celebrate their birthdays behind bars. They are , ar�st (August 6); Aleś Puškin
Siarhiej Cichanoŭski Anatol Chinievič, blogger (August 18), , programmer and bard (August 19), 
Arciom Takarčuk Siarhiej Vołkaŭ Mikałaj Dziadok, architect (August 20), , actor (August 21), , 
blogger and writer, public ac�vist (August 23), , cultural manager, program director of Ała Šarko
Press Club Belarus (August 24) and , director, actor and poet (August 25). Ihnat Sidorčyk

See the link for the addresses for postcards and le�ers. 

https://pen-centre.by/en/2021/07/31/political-prisoners-birthdays.html
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