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It’s been the seventh month of the Belarusian people’s battle
for their right to be heard and respected in their own country.
Along with the other spheres of life, culture resists, and its power
is that it creates rather than destroys. We all want to return to our
theaters, publish books and read them in the squares, play music
in the yards, do exhibitions, tell the truth — with no fear of
repression. This aspiration is our guiding star.

1. ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, PROSECUTION
2. PRESSURE, DISMISSAL, BAN

3. SYMBOLS

4. CULTURAL RESISTANCE

5. VOICES OF BELARUSIAN CULTURE

6. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

STAND WITH BELARUSIAN ARTS AND CULTURE COMMUNITY

donate to Save Our Songs*

*SUPPORTED BY PEN BELARUS



https://www.gofundme.com/f/pxmvs-support-for-belarus

1. ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, PROSECUTION
(AR
B

Viktar Tatihien from Matadziecna,
who was holding a speaker at a local rally on August 9,
was sentenced to 2 years in prison on February 22.

Photo: spring96.org
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Zaryna Satiko from the band Luty Taler was
detained on February 22 and although there was
no proof of her participating in any mass event,
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Alaksandr Vasilevi¢, co-founder of Minsk V Gallery
and media platforms The Village Belarus and KYKY,
has been remanded in custody for another 2 months.
e Photo: office life

On February 25, the first ten defendants for the “karahod” protest
were announced in Brest. Maryna Htazava and Jarastau Jarasuk were
convicted to 1.5 years of “home imprisonment”, Maryna Sirecan — 1 year
of “home imprisonment”. Mikataj Fiedarenka, Jauhien Katipacyk, Alaksiej
Jakubuk, Viktar Dzienisienka, Vital Litvin received 1.5 years of restricted
freedom in an open correctional facility, Maksim Maksim Zaratli and
Vadzim Varanovic — 2 years of restricted freedom in an open correctional
facility. The case was opened under Part 1 of Art. 342 of the Criminal Code

and involves about 50 people.
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Dzianis Zajanceuski and Maksim Ta¢janok were sentenced to 3

years of imprisonment in an open correctional facility for an
installation with photos of Natallia Kachanava, head of the upper
chamber of Belarus parliament, and Ivan Kubrakol, Interior Minister.

14 pensioners were detained on February 26 at several railway stations
in Minsk. The ladies read Belarusian books on the train, it was an action in
support of the Belarusian language. A 75-year-old Natallia Ivanisava was
fined 231 EUR and released. On March 1, some of them were fined: Alena
Zasciencyk — 554 EUR, Aksana Karatova, Lubou Kucynskaja, Sviattana
taziebnikava, Nina Niesciarovi¢, Iryna Novik, Taéciana Symanskaja — 277
EUR. A 66-year-old Halina Huliankova was sentenced to 20 days of

administrative arrest.

Photo: Darja Bialkievic¢



https://spring96.org/be/news/102069
https://www.facebook.com/litytaler/posts/1807807542734002?_rdc=1&_rdr
http://spring96.org/en/news/102142
http://spring96.org/be/news/102182
https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=269033

2. PRESSURE, DISMISSAL, BAN

Six paintings out of fifty-six were removed from Nazdia Buka's exhibition
"Personal Business" in Hrodna,
as they contained a combination of white and red colors.

Anatol Kachancyk, who painted the facade of his house
white-red-white and spent 7 days in prison for that,
was fired from the railway where he had worked for 38 years.



https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=268872
https://www.racyja.com/hramadstva/anatol-kakhanchyk-admaulyaetstsa-perafa/
https://viciebskspring.org/news/pravy-pracounykh/item/3911-zvolnili-z-pratsy

3. SYMBOLS

The number of punishments for white-red-white symbols is increasing week after week.

Some of the most alarming cases are those when
the system puts pressure on children.

The Mieljaniec family with many children has been
threatened with the status of socially unreliable for
the white-red-white blinds on the windows.

Photo: svaboda.org
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lhar Kralicenia, a resident of Homel who spent 28 days in the
Buda-Kasalou pre-trial detention center for a photo with a white-
red-white flag under a Christmas tree, went on a hunger strike
for the whole term of 28 days.

23 days for two, fines and confiscated goods worth
28000 BYN [8854 EUR], this is how the owners

of the store "Moj Rodny Kut", selling goods with
national symbols, have been punished.

Photo: nn.by
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887 Belarusian historians sent a letter in defense of
the white-red-white flag to the Prosecutor General,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the Director of the Institute of History of the
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus.



https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31115676.html
https://flagstok.info/by/asoby/gomelchanina-kotoryj-golodal-v-ivs-osudili-za-foto-vozle-elki-sud-soslalsja-na-konvenciju-oon-po-pravam-cheloveka.html
https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=268809
https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31121340.html

4. CULTURAL RESISTANCE

presented a video “Tomorrow | Will Go to Die”.
Animation by

Words are more powerful:
Belarusian poet Dzmitryj Strocau reads a poem by Moyshe Kulbak.

The Freedom Belarus project
wants to create a virtual museum -
a safe platform for creative people

of Belarus. To do this, they have
gathered a team and launched a
crowdfunding campaign. .

The “Revision 30” project shows the life of
Belarus in the 90s and in 2020. It has a team
working on it, and two main authors-
photographers: Siarhiej and Dzmitry Brusko,
father and son. They caught up with
different historical times and portrayed
them each in their own way.



https://youtu.be/3nx4GVPgU-4
https://pen-centre.by/2021/02/22/slovy-macznej-dzmitryj-stroczau-chytae-majseya-kulbaka.html
https://youtu.be/AsucxMF9s7I
https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31117601.html
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/freedom-belarus#/
https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31123933.html

New art pieces

Marta Smatava
«Sunday. 2020. Belarus»

Volha Jakubouskaja
«Spring will come!»

Vi Valiukevich

"On the solidarity and support
of the main songs of Belarus —
the voices of journalists —
who continue being sentenced
to years of imprisonment."



https://www.instagram.com/p/CIoRfyBHH-P/?igshid=82yenkc9ef28
https://www.instagram.com/p/CLwXvhYnen1
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A charity concert in support of the affected independent authors,
distributors and publishers was given by Maksim Zbankoti,
who read excerpts from his new book “SloMo. Home criticism of cultural design”,
and Arciom Zaleski, who placed musical accents.

The concert of the band "RSP" (Razbitaje Serca Pacana)
for the festival "Artists of Victory" was broadcast on February 27. It was recorded by
the organizers in advance, and literally a day after that musicians of this and other
bands were detained and convicted to administrative arrest.

Photo: Euroradio.fm
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfvfivTrcV4
https://youtu.be/8Shnuq8RPII

5. VOIGES OF BELARUSIAN CULTURE

Sviattana Aleksijevic

"It is very important for us now to keep our morals. | think
this is the only way out: we must maintain self-respect.
Spring is ahead, it may become a serious test."

Photo: Reuters

Hanna Chitryk, a former actress at the Kupala Theater, musician, who
left for Israel together with her husband and son three years ago for
better living conditions for her son who was diagnosed with autism.

“We can't all just drown now: we simply don't have the right for that,

because people have died. We can't give up only because there hasn’t
been that much activity recently. | believe that everything will be fine."

Volha Siemcanka, an employee of the Mahiloi Drama Theater
fired for her activism.

"There’s no going back. The government won’t accept our
existence. We were all listed by head, and they’ll continue
"working" with us. If the protest wasn’t so important, they
wouldn't imprison us."

Aleh Harbuz, a former actor of the YankaKupata Theater.

“It was not Paviet tatuska who ruined the theater and
Gorbachev did not destroy the country. These changes have
come naturally, led by historical processes."

Photo: kinopoisk.ru



https://www.nv-online.info/2021/02/23/svetlana-aleksievich-laureat-nobelevskoj-premii-nam-sejchas-ochen-vazhno-sohranitsja-moralno-ne-poterjat-uvazhenija-k-sebe.html
https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=268743
https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31123250.html

Dzmitry Brusko, photographer.
“What we see now is not a protest,
but the nation being formed.”

Photo: Utadz Hrydzin

Sviattana Kuprejeva, former member of Viktar
Babaryka's initiative group, daughter of the poet
Mikota Kuprejeu, has been in the KGB pre-trial
detention center for 9 months now, there she has
started writing poems.

“It would be nice to live, to always be surrounded
by people like | am now: kind, not selfish, patient,
always smiling. | am happy to meet people like
ones | have met here. Now it’s in prisons where
you’ll find the best people."”

Courtesy photo

Maryja Kalesnikava
gave an interview from behind bars.
“Here I really miss music which I love

so much. The world of music in
which | have lived for the last 30
years is very different from what |
hear in this place. Lack of music is
torture. What saves me is my
memory — when | close my eyes and
listen to Bach, Mozart and what |
played myself ”.



https://www.svaboda.org/a/31123933.html
https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/31123895.html
https://www.the-village.me/village/city/city-interview/287393-free-kolesnikova

6. INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

I CLUB FRANCAIS

PEN France has expressed solidarity with Belarus.

The International Federation of Translators (FIT)
demands the release of Volha Kalackaja, as well as an end
to violence and repression against writers, translators
and independent cultural figures in Belarus.

UATI

The Ukrainian Association of Translators joins the statement
of the International Federation of Translators
and demands the immediate release of Volha Kalackaja.

An open air exhibition "
has opened in the center of Bialystok.

Photo: racyja.com


https://pen-centre.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/communique-de-solidarite-du-pen-club-francais-.pdf 
https://pen-centre.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/fit_statement_on_the_imprisonment_of_a_belarus_translator_en_fr.pdf
https://www.uati.org/free-volga-kalackaja/?fbclid=IwAR1ylxXLCXYpoQS_ztoOJjrxp9oSZIZtD_5CzYn7o6GlwaOmlXXhDntvYDE
https://www.racyja.com/sumezhzha/dzyanis-bonadarau-usyo-shto-adbyvaetstsa-u

The British actress recorded
an excerpt from "Second Hand Time"

by Svetlana Alexievich in support of the
Belarusians.

Russian opera singer Svetlana Kasyan has recorded
the hymn"Salve, Regina" in solidarity with
Belarusians who, despite the persecution, continue
their peaceful struggle for freedom and justice.

Actors of the Finnish National Theater organized a reading
of Andrej Kurejcyk's play "Offended. Belarus(sia)" in the English translation
and made a donation in support of the Belarusian theatrical community through the
Belarusian Culture Solidarity Foundation.
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https://klockrike.fi/en/productions/insulted_belarus_eng
https://t.me/by_culture/1347
https://www.facebook.com/100001652252381/videos/3845864565478581/?_rdc=2&_rdr

@ pen-centre.by

@ pen-centre.by/en
info@pen-centre.by
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https://t.me/PENBelarus
https://vk.com/pencentre
https://twitter.com/pen_belarus
https://www.facebook.com/pencentre
https://www.instagram.com/pencentre_by
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUU7-N0fwKE3OAd1NKemhDg
https://pen-centre.by/
https://pen-centre.by/en
mailto: info@pen-centre.by

