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Aliaksej Saprykin ,  an  actor  of  Belarus  Free

Theatre ,  activist ,  partner  of  the  Belarusian  PEN

Center  ( for  two  years  in  a  raw  he  was  the  host

at  the  ceremonies  of  Karlas  Šerman  Award  for

the  best  l i terary  book  translation  into

Belarusian ) ,  arrested  on  Sunday ,  December  6 ,

was  sentenced  to  15 days  of  administrative

arrest .

Mikita Samaryn  from  Hrodna  is

accused  of  violating  Article  364  of  the

Criminal  Code  of  Belarus  (violence  or

threat  of  violence  against  a  police

off icer ) .  He  was  detained  on  October

6  for  using  pepper  spray  on  those

who  were  forcibly  detaining  people

on  August  25 .  

Mikita  was  severely  beaten  and

maimed ,  his  long  hair  was  cut  off

with  a  knife ,  and  gas  was  sprayed  in

his  eyes .  

On  December  11 ,  the  court  sentenced

Mikita  to  4 years  without  being  sent

to  prison  and  500 rubles  in

compensation  to  be  paid  to  the

“casualty ” .  

Mikita  used  to  repair  old  cars ,  he  is  a

member  of  the  club  of  reconstructors

of  retro  cars  "Vintage " .   More  than

once  he  participated  in  photo  shoots

( l ike  this  photo )  and  city  festivals .

Paval Chadzinski,  a  photographer  with

an  active  civi l  posit ion ,  was  sentenced  to

10  days  in  jai l  on  December  9  for  a  photo

on  Instagram .  The  case  on  the  second

photo  was  sent  for  revision .

1 .  Ar r e s t s

https://www.instagram.com/hadzinski


Lera Lazuk
(Turčynava) ,  artist .
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Aliaksej Kryštal ,  jazz
bassist  who  played  at

gigs  in  the

neighbourhoods

together  with  Pavel

Arakilal ian ,  received  12
days  of  administrative

arrest .

Kacia Chekatoŭskaja ,

playwright ,  actress .  She  was

previously  detained  once

and  was  f ined .  On

December  14  Kacia  was

sentenced  to  17 days  of

administrative  arrest .

Photo  Credit :  Facebook

DETAINED  ON  SUNDAY ,  DECEMBER  13 :

Natalia Hierše ,  a  Belarusian  who  has  l ived

in  Switzerland  for  the  past  12  years  and

flew  to  Belarus  in  the  fal l  to  see  for  herself

what  was  happening  there ,  took  a

balaclava  off  a  r iot  policeman  during  the

women 's  march  on  September  19  in  Minsk

and  was  sentenced  to  2.5  years  in  prison .  

Natalia  is  also  an  artist ,  she  had  an

exhibition  in  Switzerland ,  and ,  hopefully ,

portraits  she  painted  will  be  exhibited  in

Belarus  as  well .  

See  the  l ink  for  the  details  of  Natall ia 's

case .

Uladzislaŭ Makaviecki ,  a  Viciebsk-based

artist  who  has  been  in  custody  since

November  26 ,  faces  up  to  six  years  in

prison  on  charges  of  violence  against

police  off icers  (Article  364  of  the  Criminal

Code ) .According  to  the  indictment ,  on

September  6 ,  during  a  clash  between  the

protesters  and  police  on  Pravda  Street ,

Makaviecki  threatened  a  police  off icer  with

the  truncheon  he  had  l i fted  from  the

ground ,  and  allegedly  made  oral  threats .

He  himself  pleaded  not  guilty .

https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-swiss-citizen-hershe-prison-protests-lukashenka-husband/30992523.html


Modern Arts Theater ,  an  independent

theatre  group  which  went  on  str ike

protesting  against  the  events  in  the  
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Photo  Credit :  СXT

Siarchiej Klimaŭ ,  the  director  of

Niasviž  Castle  due  to  whom  the  castle

rose  from  abandoned  to  one  of  the  top

visited  tourist  sites  in  Belarus ,  was

fired  without  any  explanation .

2.  P r e s s u r e  a n d  D i s m i s s a l

country ,  can ’t  show  performances

because  they  aren ’t  issued  a  certif icate

allowing  them  to  work  legally .



Police  came  to  Aliaksej Barysaŭ ,

a  resident  of  Mahileŭ ,  because  of

the  f lag  on  his  balcony  and

confiscated  not  only  the  f lag ,  but

also  all  the  things  with  white-red-

white  symbols ,  as  well  as  all  his

equipment :  a  laptop ,  computer ,

and  phone .
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Two  Minskers ,  Andrej Marozaŭ  and

Viktoryja Liaščynskaja ,  were  detained

from  their  own  apartments  for  f lags  in

the  windows  and  sentenced  to  13  days  in

prison  on  December  7 ,  the  f lags  to  be

destroyed .  

In  Minsk ,  more  than  20  reports  have  

been  drawn  up  for  "white-red-white "

f lags  in  the  windows  and  on  the

balconies ,  these  cases  have  been  sent

to  court ,  as  f lags  on  windows  are

considered  mass  events ,  picketing ,  and

are  punishable  under  Article  23 .34

( “violation  of  the  organisation  or

holding  of  mass  events ” ) .

3.  R e p r e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  Sym b o l s

Photo  Credit :  Belsat



Iryna Suchij ,  leader  of  the

environmental  movement ,

photographer ,  participant  of  the

project  “Belarusian  Climate ” ,

received  a  written  notif ication

from  public  util it ies  off icers

demanding  to  remove  white-red-

white  symbols  from  her  windows

otherwise  she  would  have  to  face

charges .  

07

Now  the  police  check  up  on  the

apartments  with  white-red-white

garlands  in  their  windows .  Kastuś
Lisecki ,  the  technical  editor  of  the

Rodnaje  Słova  magazine  and  bass

guitarist  of  the  Recha  band ,  had  police

visit ing  his  apartment  because  of  a

photo  of  a  white-red-white  f lag  in  his

window ,  although  the  f lag  i tself  had

Photo  Credit :  greenbelarus . info

Photo  Credit :  Facebook

not  been  there  for  a  long  t ime .  Kastuś

was  given  an  ultimatum :  either  he

signs  that  he  agrees  with  the  protocol

and  he  is  given  a  summons  to  court ,  or

he  is  detained  and  held  accountable

for  disobedience .  He  had  to  agree ,

otherwise  the  children  would  have

stayed  home  alone .

However ,  there  are  no

symbols  on  I ryna 's

windows  and  balcony  -  i t

is  l ikely  that  the  workers

made  a  mistake  detecting

an  apartment  during  their

visual  inspection  of  the

building .



Andrej Pakroŭski ,  an  artist ,

dedicated  his  new  work  to

Uladź Liankevič .

New  art  piece  by  Uladzimir
Cesler.

A  project  Belarusian Traditional Costume
has  been  launched ,  i t ’s  planned  as  an

encyclopedia  of  traditional  regional

costumes  in  a  video  format .  
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New  art  by  Ania Radźko  co-

authored  with  Julia
Liaškevič.

Feels  very  t imely  now  when  Belarusians

vivid  interest  in  their  original  culture .  See

the  l ink  for  the  f irst  video .

4.  C u l t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e

https://web.facebook.com/andrzei.pakrouski/posts/4740489702691157
https://www.instagram.com/ania_redko_/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgsv8IhwqjY&feature=youtu.be


The  legendary  Volny Hor  (Free  Choir ) ,

which  has  been  supporting

Belarusians  in  their  quest  for  freedom

for  the  past  four  months ,  organized  a

big  online  concert  for  the  f irst  t ime  on

December  12 .

09

P
h
o
to

 C
re

d
it

: Y
o
u
tu

b
e

Volny Hor (Free  Choir )  sang  the

protesters ’  anthem  "Mighty  God "  at  the

"Pit "  on  the  International  Genocide

Remembrance  Day ,  which  is

celebrated  on  December  9 .  

"Pit "  is  a  memorial  to  the  victims  of  the   

Jewish  ghetto  of  Minsk ,  the  largest  one

in  the  USSR :  about  100000  people  were

kept  there .  Most  of  them  died  during

the  Holocaust .  The  singers  held  a  banner

saying  "Criminal  Code  of  the  Republic  of

Belarus .  Article  127 .  Genocide " .

The  choir  sang  their  solo  album

“Годныя  песн� ”  (Worthy  Songs ) ,

consisting  of  the  songs   which  help  to

survive  the  diff icult  t imes  and  give

faith  in  the  better .

See  the  l ink  for  the  recording .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iz_MgxMhxeA&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_otLdbG5JI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sny8RI-C36Q&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR20DaZoxcbhc7LFZIL7o-a5EE2IUFBVLxGqI2KMvLUm0WHiTb0nEV7NYQA
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ANDRUŚ  TAKINDANH ,  A  MUSIC IAN  WHO  SPENT  15  DAYS  IN  JAIL  FOR

PERFORMING  AT  A  NEIGHBOURHOOD  GIG ,  MADE  SKETCHES  ABOUT  HIS

EXPERIENCE .

Vika Bachdanovič ,  an  artist  who  was

detained  on  September  26  and

sentenced  to  14  days  in  jai l ,  made

sketches  about  l i fe  behind  the  bars  in

Baranavičy .  Pictures  and  the  stories

related  to  them  are  in  the  material  of

an  online  magazine  Citydog .by .

https://t.me/by_culture/557
https://citydog.by/post/zhizn-za-reshetkoy/


The  band  "Разбітае
сэрца пацана"  was

supposed  to  play  a  gig

for  the  residents  of

Masiukoŭščyna  in  Minsk ,

but  security  off icers

came  to  the  venue  and

detained  several  men .

The  gig  took  place

online .

The  vocalist  and  songwriter  Uladź

Liankievič  was  convicted  twice  ( for  the

first  t ime  -  6  days ,  now  -  15 days  of

arrest ) .

A  recording  of  the  band  TonqiXod ’s

f irst  concert  was  shown  on  December

12  to  support  the  musicians ,  each  of

whom  has  gone  through  administrative

arrest .

1 1

SEE  THE  L INK  TO  SUPPORT  THE  MUSIC IANS

Alena Kadanava ,  a

Belarusian  l iv ing  in  Poznań ,

recorded  a  song  " I 'm  out "

dedicated  to  the  murder  of

Raman Bandarenka ,  

 based  on  a  poem  by

Belarusian  poet  Tania
Svetašova.

Professors and staff of
the  Belarusian  State

University  of  Culture  and

Arts  recorded  a  strong

video  message  " I  have  a

dream " ,  which  will  not

leave  anyone  indifferent .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdjxQlS6bvc
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=7V9UZ4PSAPAF2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTFglq0tnvM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/tatiana.svetashova/posts/2834508610160691
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PX1Aj12rN84&feature=youtu.be
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“ [DUE  TO  THE  EVENTS  HAPPENING  IN

BELARUS  OVER  THE  LAST  FOUR

MONTHS ]  YOU  REALIZE  WHAT

FRIENDSHIP  MEANS  AND  THAT  YOU

DIDN 'T  DO  SOMETHING  FOR

SOMEONE ,  ALTHOUGH  YOU  COULD .

YOU  CHANGE  THE  WAY  YOU  BUILD

RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  PEOPLE ,

COMMUNICATE  WITH  STRANGERS  ON

THE  STREETS .  YOU  ACKNOWLEDGE

THE  VALUE  OF  A  CONVERSATION ,

THE  WEIGHT  OF  WORDS ,  THE  VALUE

OF  A  PAPER  BOOK ,  THE  IMPORTANCE

OF  SUPPORT ,  THE  COST  OF  FRESH

AIR ,  EVEN  I F  YOU  ARE  TAKEN  FOR  A

WALK  IN  A  STONE  PRISON  BANK

WITHOUT  A  ROOF  AND  YOU  HEAR  A

REMOTE  TRAIN ,  DOGS  BARKING ,  THE

SMELL  OF  FUEL  OIL .  YOU

UNDERSTAND  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF

SUPPORTING  YOUR  NEIGHBORS . ”

ALIAXANDAR  PAMIDORAŬ ,

A  LEGENDARY

BELARUSIAN  ROCK

MUSIC IAN  WHO  RESIGNED

FROM  RADIO  ROCKS  IN

LATE  NOVEMBER  AND

BEFORE  THAT  SANG  IN

SUPPORT  OF  THE

STRIKERS ,  PERFORMED  AT

THE  GIGS  IN  THE

NEIGHBOURHOODS ,  AND

WAS  IN  JAIL  FOR  THAT .

Photo  Credit :  NN .by

5.  v o i c e s  o f  b e l a r u s i a n  c u l t u r e

https://tuzinfm.by/article/4734/ales-dzianisau-dziecuki.html
https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=264670
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I LJA  CHARAPKO -SAMACHVALAŬ ,

THE  LEADER  OF  THE  BANDS

"ПЕТЛЯ  ПРИСТРАСТИЯ "  AND

"КАССИОПЕЯ " ,  WHO  WAS

DETAINED  ON  NOVEMBER  22  AND

SERVED  15  DAYS  IN  JAIL ,  TOLD

ABOUT  HIS  F IRST  PRISON

EXPERIENCE  AND  THE

IMPORTANCE  OF  SOLIDARITY .

Photo  Credit :  ultra-music

“I received lots of letters but
couldn’t answer all  of them, because
we had only one pen in the cell .  I
would like to thank everyone for
their cards, for the kind words - it
helped not only me but also to the
other inmates, who enjoyed listening
to the letters. I  was very impressed
by the solidarity.”

Ania Radźko ,  Belarusian

artist  and  i l lustrator ,

expresses  her  posit ion  about

the  events  taking  place  in

Belarus  through  art .  Her

il lustrations ,  which  are  very

recognizable  in  their

distinctive  style ,  show

polit ical  prisoners ,  protest

heroes ,  and  key  moments  of

Belarusian  history  of  the

recent  months .

Read  the  interview  and  see

Ania ’s  art  pieces .  

Phpto  Credit :  natatnik .by

https://nn.by/?c=ar&i=265007
https://www.instagram.com/ania_redko_
https://lady.tut.by/news/work/710263.html
https://lady.tut.by/news/work/710263.html
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VOLHA  BARABANŠČYKAVA ,  A

SINGER  AND  FORMER  TENNIS

PLAYER ,  HAS  SPOKEN  ABOUT

THE  AUTHORIT IES '  ATTEMPTS

TO  BAN  THE  WHITE -RED -WHITE

FLAG :

“They can tear down all  the flags
from people’s windows, but they will
never erase these horrible images
from our memory. 
We’ll  never return to the way it was.
We have awakened and learned that
we have each other. And that we are
many, and we do care. We have a
sense of solidarity and self-worth.
We are ready to step out of the
comfort zone to help a stranger on
our side.”

Kacia Pytlieva ,  a  former  host  on

Belarusian  television  and  radio ,

who  resigned  in  protest  against

the  events  of  August  in  Belarus

and  had  to  f lee  from  Belarus  for

fear  of  persecution ,  told  about

the  youtube  channel  Malanka

Media ,   which  broadcasts  news ,

analytical  programs ,

documentaries  and  other  truthful

information  about  Belarus  in  the

Russian  language .  Kacia  also

talked  about  the  repressions ,

pressure  and  the  people  working

for  the  state-owned  TV .

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5sPqti8bakMgz5T5u6_o6A
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TARAS  KRUCKICH  (TARNALICK І ) ,

BELARUSIAN  F ILM  CRIT IC ,  WAS

RELEASED  AFTER  25  DAYS  OF

ARREST .  

HE  WAS  AMONG  THE  DETAINEES

ON  NOVEMBER  15  WHO  WERE

FORCED  TO  STAND  IN  THE  COLD

ALONG  THE  WALL  OF  THE

SAVECKI  DISTRICT  DEPARTMENT

OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  IN  MINKS

FOR  12  HOURS .
“THERE  IS  AN  INTERESTING

FILM  BY  ROGOZHKIN ,

CHEKIST ,  ABOUT  1937 ,  WHEN

THREE  PEOPLE  WOULD  READ

OUT  A  SHORT  DESCRIPT ION

OF  THE  DETAINEE  AND

DECIDE  WHETHER  HE

DESERVES  TO  BE  SHOT .  

‘WHO ’S  FOR?  EVERYONE .

SHOOTING . ’  

I T ’S  ALMOST  THE  SAME  NOW ,

THE  DIFFERENCE  IS  YOU  ARE

PUT  IN  JAIL .  SO  THIS  IS  A

LIGHT  VERSION  OF  1937 . ”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cFSwEPaJ2U&feature=emb_title


THE  OLDEST  RUSSIAN  MUSIC  PORTAL

ZVUKI .RU  HAS  PUBLISHED  SIX  MUSIC

SETS  AS  PART  OF  THE  "LONG  L IVE

BELARUS "  CAMPAIGN  TO  SUPPORT

BELARUSIAN  ARTISTS  AND  THE

BELARUSIAN  CULTURE  SOLIDARITY

FOUNDATION .

A  night  of  Belarusian  female  poets

took  place  in  Saint-Petersburg  on

December  12 ,  with  the  poetry  read

by  Volha Hapejeva, Nasta
Kudasava, Kryscina Banduryna,
Darja Bialkievič, Hanna Komar,
Julia Cimafiejeva,  and  Ksenija
Valienda.

SEE  THE  L INK  TO  L ISTEN  TO  SETS  AND

SUPPORT  THE  ARTISTS .  

6.  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i ty

https://www.zvuki.ru/A/P/7282/review/
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A  Polish  musician  Bartosz Szczęsny
released  a  very  special  song  to  the  world

-  To  moj  dom  (This  Is  My  Home ) ,  which  is

dedicated  to  all  those  who  f ight  for  their

basic  r ights  and  was  inspired  by  the

events  in  Belarus .

ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  DAY ,  NGOS  CALLED  FOR

ACCOUNTABIL ITY  AND  AN  END  TO  THE

CRACKDOWN  IN  BELARUS ,  INCLUDING  THE

CRUEL  TARGETING  OF  SYMBOLS  AND  OTHER

FORMS  OF  CULTURAL  RESISTANCE  BY  POETS ,

ARTISTS ,  MUSIC IANS  AND  OTHERS .

A  Russian  band  "Танцы мінус" has

written  a  song  in  memoriam  Raman
Bandarenka. 

Photo  Credit :  Jaŭhien  Jarčak

https://youtu.be/7bdfVr9HBSM
https://ifex.org/on-human-rights-day-ngos-call-for-accountability-and-an-end-to-the-crackdown-in-belarus/
https://youtu.be/EpDoGPBxhjo
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JAUHIEN  MALIKAŬ ,  A  WRITER

AND  ART  CRIT IC  FROM

MAHILEŬ ,  WHO  WAS  F IRED

FROM  BEARUSIAN  STATE

UNIVERSITY  OF  TRANSPORT ,

WHERE  HE  WORKED  FOR  16

YEARS ,  FOR  HIS  ACTIVE  CIVIL

POSIT ION ,  HAS  APPEALED

AGAINST  HIS  DISMISSAL .

AT  THE  COURT  HEARING  ON

DECEMBER  1 1 ,  A  NUMBER  OF

INACCURACIES  WERE

REVEALED  ON  THE  S IDE  OF

THE  UNIVERSITY

ADMINISTRATION ,  SO  THE

CASE  WAS  SENT  FOR

REVIS ION .

7.  M i s c e l l a n i o u s



belcultfond@gmail .com

by_culture

BYCULTUREFUND

by_culture

bcsfbel

#BY_culture

T h i s  n ews l e t t e r  wa s  p r e p a r e d  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  by  

B E L A R U S I A N  C U L T U R E

S O L I D A R I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

&

B E L A R U S I A N  P E N  C E N T R E
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CONTACTS

https://tuzinfm.by/
https://twitter.com/BYCULTUREFUND
https://t.me/by_culture
https://www.facebook.com/bcsfbel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMSy0y7xMIdqJTtki8Ux_kQ
https://www.instagram.com/by_culture/
https://t.me/by_culture
https://twitter.com/BYCULTUREFUND
https://www.instagram.com/by_culture/
https://www.facebook.com/bcsfbel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMSy0y7xMIdqJTtki8Ux_kQ
https://byculture.org/
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https://pen-centre.by/en
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