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Michaś Mišuk ,  the  artist

who  created  some  of  the

first  street  art  in

Kastryčnitskaja ,  one  of

the  most  creative  streets

in  Minsk ,  received  13
days  of  arrest .

Volha Śemčanka ,  head  of  the

Literary  and  Drama  Department  of

the  Mahileŭ  Theater ,  and  manager  of

the  Belarusian  Folk  Dance  Club ,  has

been  detained  for  participating  in  a

march  in  memory  of  Raman

Bandarenka  on  November  15  in

Mahil ieŭ .  

Earl ier ,  Volha  was  prosecuted  twice

for  participating  in  unauthorized

mass  events .
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1 .  Ar r e s t s

Aleś Harbul ,  a
poet  and  local

history  expert ,

held  a  single-

person  picket

against  the

violence  in

Pastavy  on  15

November  and

was  detained .

On  November

18 ,  the  Pastavy

court  issued  a

warning  to  him .

Photo  Credit :  Belsat



Alaksandr
Sakałoŭ ,  sculptor

detained  on

November  15 ,

received  15  days  of

arrest .

Vadźim Dzmitranok ,  a  well-

known  architect  and  former

member  of  Viktar  Babaryka 's

init iative  group ,  was  detained  and

severely  beaten  on  November  15 .

He  is  now  in  hospital  with  a

closed-head  injury ,  numerous

hematomas  and  possibly  severe

damage  to  the  internal  organs .  

He  is  being  guarded  by  a  convoy ,

as  he  is  now  a  suspect  under

Article  342  of  the  Criminal  Code

of  the  Republic  of  Belarus  -  the

organization  of  group  actions ,

grossly  violating  public  order  and

involving  obvious  disobedience  to

the  legit imate  demands  of  the

authorit ies  (punished  with  a  f ine ,

or  arrest ,  or  restriction  of  l iberty

for  a  term  of  up  to  3  years ,  or

imprisonment  for  the  same  term ) .
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Edward Dmuhoŭski ,  a
well-known  local  history

expert ,  tour  guide  and

public  activist ,  was

sentenced  to  10 days  of

administrative  arrest  for

participating  in  a  ral ly  in

memory  of  Raman

Bandarenka  on

November  15 .

Taras Kruckich ,

journalist  and  f i lm  crit ic ,

member  of  the

BelarusDocs  festival

detained  on  November

15 ,  was  sentenced  to  25
days  of  arrest .

I l ia JasinskiIl ia Jasinski ,  an,  an

actor  of  theactor  of  the

RepublicanRepublican

Theatre  ofTheatre  of

Belarusian  Drama ,Belarusian  Drama ,

was  beatenwas  beaten

severely  duringseverely  during

his  detention  onhis  detention  on

November  15  andNovember  15  and

hospital ized  withhospital ized  with

a  broken  spine .a  broken  spine .



DETAINED  IN  MINSK  DURING

THE  MARCH  OF  THE  DISTRICTS

ON  NOVEMBER  22 :
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Makśim Karžycki ,  actor  of  the

Yakub  Kolas  National  Academic

Drama  Theater ,  was  detained  on

November  17  for  participating  in

a  solidarity  action  in  memoriam

Raman Bandarenka  and

sentenced  to  10 days  of  arrest  on

November  20 .

Dźianis Varonski and  Alaksandr
Škiranda ,  the  buskers  detained

near  the  Yakub  Kolas  Square

metro  station  in  Minsk  on

November  20 ,  received  12  and  13

days  of  administrative  arrest  for

"participating  in  a  cultural  and

entertainment  event  without  the

permission  of  the  Minsk  City

Executive  Committee . "

— Illa Čarapko-Samachwalaŭ, actor ,  leader

of  the  bands  Petlya Prestrastiya  and

Cassiopeia  (sentenced  to  15 days  of  arrest ) ;  

— Ćimur Reiźis ,  keyboardist  for  Addis Abeba
band  and  Sergey  Pukst 's  projects  (received

13 days  of  arrest )  

— Jauhen Junaŭ ,  photographer ,  member  of

the  renowned  art  group  "Belarusian

Climate " ,  a  legend  of  the  Belarusian

advertising  market .

Photo  Credit :  Facebook .  Art  Credit :  @savichz



Mikałai Stońka ,  an  actor  of  the

Republican  Theater  of  Belarusian

Drama ,  quit  the  theatre  and

recorded  a  video  appeal

condemning  the  pressure  on  the

theater  and  unprecedented

violence  in  the  country .
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Three  members  of  the  choral  group

have  faced  imprisonment  for  now ,  and

the  leading  soloist  Aliaksandr Šyk ’s

wife  Maryna was  also  detained  and

fined .  Now  the  couple  is  threatened  to

have  their  seventeen-year-old  adopted

son  taken  away .

PRESSURE  ON  THE  MEN ’S

CHORAL  GROUP  UNIYA  HAS

CONTINUED .

Jaŭhien Malikaŭ ,  a  writer  and  art

crit ic  from  Mahileŭ ,  author  of  the

book  "Traditions  of  carved  decor  in

the  folk  architecture  of  south-

eastern  Belarus  ( late  19th  –  f irst  half

of  the  20th  century ) "  was  f ired  from

Belarusian  State  University  of

Transport ,  where  he  worked  for  16

years ,  for  his  active  civi l  posit ion .

2.  P r e s s u r e  a n d  D i s m i s s a l ,
S t r i k e

https://www.youtube.com/embed/iDG4cFViFl4
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12 employees of the New
Theater  in  Minsk  had  to  quit ,

some  by  their  own  decision ,

other  under  pressure  of  the

director ,  after  their  str ike  was

found  i l legal  in  the  court .  

By  the  order  from  the

authorit ies ,  no  other  state

theatre  in  Belarus  is  allowed  to

hire  the  actors .

Three specialists of
the Center for
Experimental
Directing of the
Academy of Arts
informed  the  rector

about  the  beginning  of

the  str ike  on  November

20 .  

In  response ,  the  dean

warned  that  most  l ikely ,

their  Center  for

Experimental  Directing

wil l  be  disbanded .

Photo  Credit :   euroradio .pl



200  BELARUSIAN  WRITERS ,  INCLUDING  SVETLANA

ALEXIEVICH ,  VOLHA  ŠPARAHA ,  DZMITRY  STROCAŬ ,

TACIANA  NIADBAJ ,  HAVE  S IGNED  A  LETTER  TO  THE

AUTHORIT IES ,  HEADS  OF  STATE  STRUCTURES ,  AND

OFF IC IALS  DEMANDING  TO  PUT  AN  END  TO  MASS

REPRESSIONS  AND  ATTACKS  ON  THE  PEOPLE  WHO

WANT  CHANGE ,  TO  ADMIT  THEIR  DEFEAT  AND  ACCEPT

THE  WILL  OF  THE  PEOPLE !

FOR  THE  ORIGINAL  LETTER  WITH  S IGNATORIES  L IST

SEE  THE  L INK .
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3.  O p e n  L e t t e r  

f r o m  B e l a r u s i a n  W r i t e r s

https://lit-bel.org/news/khopits-gvaltu-prymitse-volyu-naroda-adkryty-list-pismennitskay-supolnastsi/


Photo  Credit :  Belsat

STUDENTS  OF  THE  ACADEMY

OF  ARTS  ARRANGED  A

PERFORMANCE  IN

MEMORIAM  RAMAN

BANDARENKA .
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A  charity  online  concert  in

solidarity  with  Men’s
Choral Group Uniya  took

place  on  21  November .  

All  the  funds  raised  will  be

directed  to  support  the

choral  group .  Follow  the

link  to  donate .   

Hanna Šarkunova ,  a  Belarusian

singer ,  has  dedicated  a  touching

song  to  Raman Bandarenka who

fell  victim  of  the  regime  on

November  12 .

Despite  dispersals  and  detentions ,

people  continue  to  organize  activities
in their neighbourhoods .  

Armed  r iot  police  arrived  at  the  gig  in

Sucharawa  distr ict  of  Minsk  on

November  19 .  The  musicians  managed  to

escape ,  but  the  security  off icers

confiscated  the  equipment  and

donations  that  residents  made  to  thank

the  musicians .

https://t.co/PCON7AXOzT?amp=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIlP1z1QpeA&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=AnnaSha
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“External pressure is essential.  There
is internal pressure from the people’s
side on the regime, and there is
external pressure. If  they are not in
sync, there is a disbalance in one
direction or the other. Imagine some
official from Europe sit and watch
grenades explode and people shot in
Belarus.. .  It  would be wrong. Things
take time, and that’s also true for
coordination, restructuring, and
pressure.”

MIKAŁAJ  CHALEZIN  [NIKOLAI
KHALEZIN ] ,  A  CO -ARTIST IC
DIRECTOR  OF  BELARUS  FREE
THEATRE ,  PLAYWRIGHT  AND
JOURNALIST ,  ON  ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS  AND  VARIOUS
FORMATS  OF  PEACEFUL  PROTEST .

Musicians  from  the  fantasy  folk  band

Irdorath who  play  bagpipes  at  the

peaceful  ral l ies  and  were  f ired  for  i t .

“In general,  our work is abstract
and has never been social.  It  was
our way to escape from the gray
reality into the world of Slavic
fantasy, medieval legends, and
folk songs. But it feels wrong to
be escaping from the reality of
Belarus now.”

5.  v o i c e  o f  b e l a r u s i a n  c u l t u r e

See  the  original  interview  in  Belarusian

and  Russian .   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Xitry6wCOQ&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGFz04MU0RJ50mP6cn39XQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTxSdwU_cbQ&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Xitry6wCOQ&feature=emb_title


"The Ministry of Culture has always
censored the theater, but after the
election the pressure increased. We
fought it as best we could, but the
situation was getting worse. While
we were coming up with ways to
express our civil  position, l ike
"artistic" signs of solidarity in
performances or bows, and the
audience understood them, they
were banned one after another. I
realized I couldn’t go on stage and
do nothing at all .  Speaking to the
officials from the Ministry of Culture
would be a bargain with my
conscience, even if I  spoke the truth
outside the walls of the theater and
everyone anyway knows I ’m not a
Lukashenka’s follower."
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"WHEN  YOUR  COLLEAGUE  HAS
BEEN  BEATEN  SO  BADLY  [REF .

I LL IA  JASINSKI ] ,  I T 'S  A  SHAME
TO  GO  ON  STAGE ,  EVEN  I F  I T ’S  A
SHOW  YOU  PLAY  IN  SOLIDARITY
WITH  HIM .  I  THINK  THE  THEATER
SHOULD  HAVE  SAID ,  ‘NO !  WE
WON ’T  WORK ’ ,  ALTHOUGH  I
KNOW  THAT  EVERYONE  THERE
IS  DOING  WHAT  THEY  CAN  FOR
THE  VICTORY . "

ANDREJ  NOVIK  AND  MIKAŁAJ  STOŃKA ,  

I l ia Jasinski ,  an  actor  of  the

Republican  Theatre  of  Belarusian

Drama ,  was  beaten  severely  during  his

detention  on  November  15  and

hospital ized .  He ’s  been  diagnosed  with

broken  processes  of  two  vertebrae .  I l ia

wil l  have  to  spend  the  next  5-7  days  in

the  hospital ,  and  the  fractures  should

heal  in  1 .5-2  months .  In  solidarity  with

their  colleague ,  actors  of  the  theatre

put  an  empty  chair  in  place  of  I l ia ’s

character  in  their  new  show  “Dr .  Raus

( “Raus ”  stands  for  ‘distr ict  police

department ’ )  where  he  was  supposed

to  play .  

“You can break the spine, but you
won’t break the spirit ,”  I l ia  says .

ACTORS  WHO  QUIT  THE  RTBD  IN  PROTEST .

https://nashaniva.by/?c=ar&i=262535
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"ANY  ‘THAW ’ ,  ANY  LEAP

FORWARD  I S  IMPOSSIBLE  TO

ROLL  BACK  COMPLETELY ,  I T ’S

IMPOSSIBLE  TO  RETURN  TO  THE

PAST .  PEOPLE  DON ’T  WANT  TO

L IVE  AS  THEY  L IVED  BEFORE

1990 ,  AND  THEY  WON ’T .  PEOPLE

WANT  TO  TRAVEL  THE  WORLD ,

THEY  WANT  FOR  THEIR

CHILDREN  TO  STUDY  ANYWHERE

IN  THE  WORLD .  YOUNG  PEOPLE ,

WHEN  YOU  TELL  THEM  ABOUT

THAT  L IFE  WE  HAD ,  S IMPLY

CAN ’T  BEL IEVE  I T .  BUT  THAT ’S

HOW  WE  L IVED ,  QUITE

RECENTLY .  I T  ST ILL  LEAVES  A

MARK  AND  CAUSES

CONSEQUENCES .WERE  I T  NOT

FOR  KHRUSHCHEV 'S  "THAW , "

THERE  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  NO

PERESTROIKA  IN  THE  1990S .

BUT  FOR  THE  90S ,  GEORGIA ,

UKRAINE ,  ARMENIA ,  AND  NOW

OUR  COUNTRY ,  WOULDN ’T  HAVE

TO  DEAL  WITH  WHAT  WE ’RE

DEAL ING .  CHANGE  HAPPENS

SLOWLY  AND  SOMETIMES ,  L IKE

IN  OUR  CASE ,  PAINFULLY . "

SVETLANA  ALEXIEVICH ,  A

WRITER ,  NOBEL  PRIZE  LAUREATE ,

AND  PRESIDENT  OF  PEN  BELARUS ,

IN  HER  INTERVIEW  TO  RADIO

FREE  EUROPE /RADIO  L IBERTY

SHARED  HER  THOUGHTS  ON

BELARUSIAN  PROTESTS  AND  THE

EXISTENTIAL  PROBLEMS  OF  THE

BELARUSIAN  REVOLUTION .

Photo  Credit :  Natall ia  Fedosenko /TACC

https://svabod1.azureedge.net/a/30961073.html


The “embassy” of independent
Belarusian culture  was  launched  in  The
Center for Experimental Theater in  Brno ,

Czech  Republic ,  on  November  17 .  

The  aim  of  the  project  is  to  spread

awareness  of  Belarusian  culture  and

protests  against  the  outcome  of  the  r igged

presidential  election .  One  of  the  f irst

activit ies  of  the  “embassy ”  is  letters  from

Czech  personalit ies  to  Belarusian  polit ical

An  exhibition

New Belarusian
Art  has  been

running  at  St .

Marien  Church  in

the  German  town

Lübeck .

prisoners .  They  were  written ,  for  example ,

by  Senate  President  Miloš Vystrčil  (ODS )

and  Chief  Conductor  and  Artistic  Director

of  the  Czech  Philharmonic  Semyon
Byčkov .

The  ambassador  of  independent

Belarusian  culture  is  the  translator  Siarhej
Smatryčenka ,  who  has  Belarusian  and

Czech  citizenship  and  l ives  in  Brno .

6.  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i ty

https://www.kirche-ll.de/aktuelles/schaufenster/details/nachricht/new-belarus-art.html


BELARUS  FREE  THEATRE
 RECEIVED  THE  2020
MAGNITSKY  HUMAN  RIGHTS
AWARD  FOR  COURAGE  UNDER
FIRE  FOR  STANDING  UP  TO
THE  LUKASHENKA  REGIME  IN
THE  FACE  OF  TORTURE  AND
MURDER ,  BUT  STILL  CARRY
ON .

The Finnish PEN and cultural
community have  recorded  a  video  to

support  Belarusian  colleagues .
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Musicians, alumni of the
National Gymnasium-College of
the Belarusian State Academy
of Music,  made  a  video  appeal

urging  to  free  Maria Kalesnikava
and  all  polit ical  prisoners  in

Belarus  as  well  as  to  stop  the

oppression  of  the  Belarusian

people .

“FOR  MORE  THAN  100  DAYS ,

BELARUSIANS  HAVE  BEEN

SEARCHING  FOR  JUST ICE .  IN  THESE

DIFF ICULT  CIRCUMSTANCES ,  AS

VIOLENCE  AND  OPPRESSION

CONTINUE ,  WE  WANT  TO  EXPRESS

OUR  SUPPORT  FOR  OUR

BELARUSIAN  COLLEAGUES  AND  THE

PEOPLE  OF  BELARUS  IN  THEIR

PROTESTS  FOR  FREEDOM . ”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScHBHCqMJ6A&feature=emb_logo
https://www.facebook.com/antonina.kozlova/videos/10207718414754592
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MANY  WITNESSES  TELL  ABOUT  REGULAR  CASES  OF  THE  SECURITY

FORCES  TAKING  AWAY  WHITE -RED -WHITE  FLAGS  AT  THE

PROTESTS ,  SPREADING  THEM  ON  THE  FLOOR  OF  THE  POLICE  VANS

AND  FORCING  THE  DETAINEES  TO  WALK  ON  THEM ,  WHILE

POL ICEMEN  THEMSELVES  STEP  ON  THE  FLAGS  ON  PURPOSE  AS

WELL  AS  THROW  THEM  IN  THE  TRASH .  FOR  S IMILAR  ACTIONS

TOWARDS  THE  OFFIC IAL  BELARUSIAN  FLAG  ONE  CAN  BE  SUED

UNDER  ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CRIMINAL  CODES .

On  November  19 ,

Lukashenka appointed

Anatol Markevič  as  a  new

Culture  Minister ,  replacing

Jury Bondar ,  who  had

headed  the  Ministry  of

Culture  for  three  years .

Art  Credit :  Artem  Loskutov

7.  M i s c e l l a n i o u s

https://www.ebay.com/itm/264928598624
https://www.ebay.com/itm/264928598624
https://www.ebay.com/itm/264928598624
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHiRP6RB7z_/


This  newsletter  was  prepared  in  cooperation  by  

BELARUSIAN  CULTURE  SOL IDARITY  FOUNDATION

BELARUSIAN  PEN  CENTRE

Information  partner

TUZINFM .BY

CONTACT  US

E-mail :  BFKS2020@protonmail .com

Telegram :  @by_culture

Facebook :  https : / /www . facebook .com /bcsfbel

YouTube :  http : / /bit . ly /youtube-byculture

Twitter :  @BYCULTUREFUND

STAND  WITH  BELARUSIAN  ARTS  AND  CULTURE  COMMUNITY

by  donating  to  Save our Songs  campaign  supported  by  PEN  Belarus

and  to  the  Belarusian Culture Solidarity Foundation .

https://tuzinfm.by/by_culture/
https://tuzinfm.by/by_culture/
https://pen-centre.by/en
https://pen-centre.by/en
https://tuzinfm.by/
https://tuzinfm.by/
https://t.me/by_culture
https://www.facebook.com/bcsfbel
http://bit.ly/youtube-byculture
https://twitter.com/BYCULTUREFUND
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pxmvs-support-for-belarus
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=7V9UZ4PSAPAF2

