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Unprecedented  for  the  independent  Belarus  attacks  on  the  Arts  and

Culture  community  have  been  ongoing  while  the  solidarity  and

support  has  been  growing  as  well .  

We  stand  together  in  this ,  and  together  we  are  power .
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Alesya Klachko ,  an  actress  of  the

Belarusian  Army  Drama  Theater ,  was

detained  on  November  2 ,  under

Article  23 .34  of  the  Code  of

Administrative  Offences  (violation  of

the  order  of  organizing  or  holding

mass  events ) .  

Alesya  took  part  in  the  creation  of  the

Freedom  Belarus  video ,  after  which

her  house  was  searched .  

On  November  3 ,  Alesya  was  f ined  30
basic  units  (262 Euro ) .

1 .  Ar r e s t s
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Henik Lojka, a  renowned  sculptor  who

designed  the  Tadeusz  Kościuszko  monument

in  the  vi l lage  of  Kosava ,  in  the  western  part

of  Belarus ,  was  detained  at  a  ral ly  in  Minsk

on  November  1 .  On  November  3 ,  he  was

sentenced  to  20 days  of  administrative

arrest .

Photo  Credit :  Novy  Chas ,  Facebook

Tatsiana Haluza ,  a  lecturer  at  Minsk  State  Art

College  and  a  choir  conductor ,  was  detained

on  November  2 .  Tatsiana  was  f ined  30 basic

units  (262 Euro )  for  “picketing  at  the  Bolshoi

Opera  and  Ballet  Theater . ”   

It  is  l ikely  that  the  detention  of  conductors  is

connected  with  the  hunt  for  the  so-called

" f lying  choirs " .  According  to  Belarusian  media

outlet  Nasha  Niva ,  the  police  are  in  search  of

musicians  who  direct  “ f lying  choirs ” ,  i .e .

groups  singing  so-called  opposit ion  songs  and

hymns  (e .g .  God Almighty,  Pursuit ,  Walls ,  We
Long for Changes )  to  boost  buoyant  and

fighting  mood  of  Belarusians  amid  post-

election  protests .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DY95zm986TU
https://nashaniva.by/?c=ar&i=261742


Paviel Horbach ,  a  poet  and  journalist ,  was  detained  after

having  performed  in  a  neighbourhood  in  Minsk  on

November  6 .  

On  November  9 ,  Paviel  was  sentenced  to  15 days  of  arrest  for

performing  his  poetry .

04

About  25  musicians  from  different  music

projects  and  collectives  -  Paviel
Arakialyan ,  Vuraj ,  TonqiXod ,   Irdorath ,

Dee Tree ,  Mutnaje Voka ,  Recha ,

Nagual ,  Philharmonic ,  etc .  -  have  been

detained  in  Minsk  over  the  week .

They  received  from  7 to  15 days  of

administrative  arrest .  

These  are  polit ically  motivated

detentions  for  expressing  their  active

civic  posit ion  and  supporting  the  spir it

of  the  protests .

Aliaksandra Hushcha, an  artist  and  designer ,  was  f ined  22
basic  units  (190 Euro )  on  November  6 ,  for  participating  in

the  women 's  march  on  October  6 .  

Aliaksandra  is  known  all  over  the  world :  at  a  young  age ,  she

was  caught  in  a  terrible  f ire  and  lost  her  hands ;  sti l l ,  she

lives  a  ful l  l i fe :  she  draws ,  dances ,  and  does  cosplay .  So

many  people  came  to  the  court  to  support  Aliaksandra  that

the  court  room  was  able  to  accommodate  only  a  third  of  all .

Photo  Credit :  Facebook ,  Belsat
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Among  them  

–  Alyaksandar Zhdanovich ,  an  actor  of

the  Maxim  Gorky  National  Academic

Drama  Theatre ,  the  legendary  host  of  the

TV  show  “Kalykhanka ”  (Belarusian  for

Lullaby )  on  Belarusian  TV ;  

–  designer  and  artist  Uladzislau
Stalmakhou  and  his  daughter ,  designer

Nasta Stalmakhova ;  

–  producer  and  director  Yauhen
Shapchyts ;  

–  one  of  the  leading  Belarusian  historians

and  l inguists ,  the  only  special ist  on

Medieval  Latin  in  Belarus  Alies Zhlutka ;

–  actor  and  theatre  director  Yura
Dzivakou-Dusheuski  [Jura  Dziwakou-

Dušewskij] ( f ined  10 basic  units ,  88
Euro ) ;  

–  Mikhail Tarelka ,  a  scholar  of

Belarusian  Tatars ,  the  only  special ist  on

Tatar  manuscripts  in  medieval  Belarus ;  

–  Alena Tracciakova  ( f ined  10 basic

units ,  88 Euro ) ,  translator ;  

–  a  former  actor  at  Cirque  du  Soleil

Siamion Bukin;
– photographer  Volha Bihel  (the  case

sent  for  revision ) .
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AT  THE  ATTEMPT  OF  A

PEACEFUL  PROTEST  MARCH

ON  NOVEMBER  8 ,  MORE

THAN  1000  PEOPLE  WERE

DETAINED  IN  MINSK .



However ,  the  movie  theatres  in  Minsk

continue  working  and  no  other  public

events  have  been  cancelled .  

A  few  days  prior  to  that ,  the  organizers

removed  two  traditional  prizes  from

Lukashenka -  the  award  "For  Humanism

and  Spirituality  in  Cinema "  and  the

prize  "For  Preservation  and

Development  of  Spirituality  in  Cinema "

from  the  awards .

“THE  HERO  OF  ALL  OUR  F ILMS  I S

A  FREE  AND  CREATIVE  PERSON .

TO  STATE  THIS  I S  OUR  MISS ION

HERE  AND  NOW , ”  THE  FEST IVAL

TEAM  COMMENTED .

MINSK  INTERNATIONAL  F ILM  FEST IVAL  L ISTAPAD  WAS

CANCELED  BY  THE  CULTURE  MINISTRY  A  DAY  BEFORE  I TS

SCHEDULED  OPENING  ON  NOVEMBER  6 ,   DUE  TO  THE

UNFAVOURABLE  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  S ITUATION .
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2.  P r e s s u r e  a n d  D i s m i s s a l
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6 to 14 students were  expelled  from

the  Belarusian  State  Academy  of  Arts

on  November  2 .

The  staff  of  the  Academy  recorded  a

video  appeal  in  support  of  the

students .  

A l iaksandar Marmysh ,  a  sound  director  at

Radio  Hrodna ,  quit  on  November  2 ,  facing  a

moral  choice .  

"You can't  compromise your beliefs , "  he

posted  on  his  social  media .

“WE  OPENLY  OPPOSE  THE  EXPULS ION

OF  STUDENTS  AND  CONSIDER  THE

ACTIONS  OF  THE  ACADEMY 'S

ADMINISTRATION  I LLEGAL ,  AS  THE

STUDENTS  WERE  EXPELLED  FOR

THEIR  CIV IL  POSIT ION ,  AND  THERE

WERE  NO  OTHER  REASONS , ”  THE

APPEAL  STATES .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlPd1ceiFN8&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77bFEqZKxkE&feature=emb_title
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3.  O p e n  l e t t e r

OVER  THE  THREE  DAYS ,  

A  THOUSAND  BELARUSIAN

CREATIVES  S IGNED  A  PUBL IC

APPEAL  IN  WHICH  THEY  CONDEMN

THE  DISMISSAL  OF  THE  LEADING

BELARUSIAN  MUSIC IANS  FOR

OPENLY  EXPRESSING  THEIR  CIV IL

POSIT ION ,  AND  DEMAND  AN  END

TO  PRESSURE  ON  BELARUSIAN

CULTURAL  AND  ARTIST IC  F IGURES .

FOR  THE  ORIGINAL  S IGNATORIES

L IST  SEE  THE  L INK

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vTiE9FcXU1xKQ5rsPZOOUAgO8AxhC5-Qi6OHNf_rWSvC9ScD2EBDCeCo0f8y6ijFqlPkChH3X7Fw2Dq/pubhtml


On  November  4 ,  188 employees  of  the

Grand  Opera  and  Ballet  Theatre  recorded

a  video  appeal  in  which  they  stood  up  for

the  dismissed  colleagues .
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Photo  Credit :  Facebook

4.  C u l t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e4.  C u l t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e4.  C u l t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e

Free Choir ,  or  Flying Choir ,  is  called  so

because  i t  performs  l i teral ly  a  couple  of

songs  in  a  random  place  and  disappears .  

It  was  created  immediately  after  the

election  and  joined  by  various  people ,  f irst

employees  of  the  Philharmonic ,  and  then

by  other  musicians .  

Knowing  that  each  of  the  participants  can

be  traced  and  arrested ,  the  musicians ,

however ,  keep  on .

“We know they can come for each of
us. They already have. But what other
options do we have? 
Brave people think about the future.
By taking action we overcome fear.
We are doing this for the future of the
people. 
But we also have to think about our
own future. This isn’t a game. We
fight for ourselves."

Lyavon Khalatran ,  who  ran  the  OK16

ruin  bar  in  Minks ,  was  a  volunteer  at

Viktar Babaryka 's  headquarters  and  has

been  arrested  since  August  14 ,  has  been

sending  letters  with  very  touching  and

creative  drawings ,  fairy  tales ,  and  origami

for  his  son  and  wife  to  support  them .  See

the  l ink  for  some  photos  and  videos  of

them .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR8ESeHHJwY&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://reform.by/177199-upravljajushhij-ok16-levon-halatrjan-shlet-synu-risunki-iz-sizo.


DESPITE  THE  CONSTANT  GROWING  PRESSURE  FROM  ALL  S IDES :

DETENTIONS  OF  MUSIC IANS  AND  LEAKS  OF  PERSONAL  DATA  OF  THE

RESIDENTS  SUPPORTING  THE  ACTIV IT IES  OF  THE  NEIGHBOURHOOD

COMMUNIT IES ,  UNPLEASANT  WEATHER  CONDIT IONS ,  ETC . ,  PEOPLE

ORGANIZE  EVENTS  AND  DO  THEIR  BEST  TO  PROTECT  THE  ARTISTS  FROM

ILLEGAL  ACTIONS  OF  THE  AUTHORIT IES .
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5.  v o i c e  o f  b e l a r u s i a n  c u l t u r e

Photo  Credit :  onliner .by ,  R .Hilimonchyk ,  Roman  Ekimov  

The  world- famous  designer  and  artist  Uladzimir
Tsesler [Vladimir  Tsesler] ,  whose  works  have  been

exhibited  in  the  Louvre ,  as  well  as  in  museums  and

galleries  of  Amsterdam ,  Budapest ,  Sofia ,  Warsaw ,  etc . ,

joined  the  Coordination  Council  at  the  end  of  August

and  had  to  leave  Belarus  soon  afterwards  because  he

could  be  persecuted  for  publishing  his  provocative

election-related  designs .

“Love wins no matter what. The nation is united
now. It seemed impossible to me - but it
happened" ,  Uladzimir  says .

Dzmitry Strotsau  [Dmitry  Strotsev] ,  a  poet  and

activist ,  was  released  on  November  3  after  13  days  of

arrest  (a  few  steps  from  his  house ,  he  had  a  sack  put

over  his  head ,  then  he  was  taken  into  a  minibus  to  the

KGB  and  later  to  the  detention  centre ) .  

He  shared  his  " impressions "  of  the  arrest  with  Nasha

Niva .  “I provided a lot of publications related to the
election, way too many, and I freely shared my
opinion on Facebook. They are obsessed to find the
puppeteers and organizers, but I  had nothing new
to tell  them."

Siarhei Kurylenka ,  ex-director  of  the  Hrodna  Drama

Theater  f ired  for  joining  the  nationwide  str ike  last

week ,

“We have to take steps, no matter how difficult
they may be for us. Everyone should do something,
every bit we can, otherwise this horror will  never
end.”



Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya thanked  artists ,

musicians ,  performers  and  all  the  art

workers  who  have  been  supporting  peaceful

Belarusian  protests ,  both  at  home  and

abroad .

“THANKS  TO  YOU ,  OUR  PEACEFUL

PROTEST  HAS  A  VOICE  -  WE  HEAR

IT  IN  YOUR  POEMS .  

OUR  PEACEFUL  PROTEST  HAS

ANTHEMS  -  THEY  ARE  THE  SONGS

YOU  S ING .  

OUR  PEACEFUL  PROTEST  HAS

SYMBOLS  -  STREET  ART ,  POSTERS ,

AND  MURALS  THAT  YOU  CREATE .

AND  MOST  IMPORTANTLY ,  OUR

PEACEFUL  PROTEST  HAS  A  GOAL  -

TO  BUILD  A  NEW  BELARUS ,

WHERE  THERE  I S  FREEDOM  OF

CREATIV ITY ,  FREEDOM  OF

EXPRESSION ,  AND  FREEDOM  TO

BE  A  HUMAN " .

6.  S v i a t l a n a  T s i k h a n o u s k aya

s u p p o r t s  c u l t u r a l  f i g u r e s
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Photo  Credit :  Ritzau  Scanpix /AFP /Getty
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https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ


7.  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i ty

An  exhibition  Belarus //
Art of Resistance took
place  in  Amsterdam  on

October  30  –  November  7 ,

presenting  the  stories  of

resistance  and  citizens ’

init iatives ,  self-

organization ,  as  well  as

the  art  forming  a  new

grassroots  democracy  in

Belarus .  

An  online  platform

cultprotest.me  has  a

selection  of  paintings ,

video  performances ,  and

other  visual  examples  of

resistance .

A  large-scale  musical

marathon  "We  are

together ! "  involving

Belarusian  and

Ukranina  musicians ,

took  place  in  Kyiv  on

November  4 .  Among

the  participants  there

were  Brutto Nostra ,

NaviBand ,  Naka
(Belarus ) ,  WITHOUT
LIMITS ,  Druha Rika ,

SKY ,  DahaBrakha ,

Kozak System
(Ukraine ) .

See  the  l ink  for  the

recording .

Art  Credit :  Jury  Toreev  

https://www.amsterdamart.com/events/2021/belarus-art-of-resistance
https://youtu.be/GAg3ElC3tBg


Israeli  civil  society  representatives  with

Belarusian  roots ,  including  cultural  f igures ,

addressed  the  Prime  Minister  of  Israel ,

urging  him  to  support  the  protest  of  the

Belarusian  people  against  the  dictatorship

and  not  to  conceal  the  facts  of  violence  and

repression .

"Israel is a country built by Holocaust
survivors and their descendants.
History teaches us that the terrible
events of the mid-20th century
happened because the world had
been silent about it ,” the  authors  of

the  appeal  reminded .
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On  November  5 ,  PEN America  released

a  statement ,  in  which  i t  calls  for

additional  focus  on  persecution  of

cultural  leaders .  

“We welcome this report,  which
marks an important international
effort to document the human rights
violations that have occurred in
Belarus related to the August
elections,”  said  PEN  America ’s  Eurasia

program  director  Polina Sadovskaya. 
“Although we would have
appreciated a greater emphasis on
the role of cultural figures in this
protest,  and the associated impact of
the crackdown on cultural rights, the
report is otherwise comprehensive,
and its findings should raise global
alarm at the outrageous violations
that have taken place in Belarus.”
See  the  l ink  for  the  complete  report  

PEN International  has  released  a

statement  condemning  the  repression

against  Belarusian  writers ,  artists ,  and

cultural  workers .   

“Writers and artists in Belarus are at
the centre of peaceful resistance
against violations in their country,
using their writings, artworks, music
and theatrical performances to
expose the abuses of the Lukashenko
regime. For this they are being
singled out as targets for attack.
Peaceful protest and artistic freedom
go hand in hand as rights that must
be respected” ,  says  Jennifer
Clements ,  the  International  President .

https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://youtu.be/sbgHK4uazCQ
https://pen.org/press-release/pen-america-welcomes-osce-report-outlining-belarus-human-rights-abuses/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/469539
https://pen-international.org/news/belarus-writers-artists-and-cultural-workers-targeted-in-repression-against-the-democracy-movement


8.  Au c t i o n  t o  h e l p  B e l a r u s i a n

c u l t u r a l  f i g u r e s
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Self-portrait  of  the  leader  of  the  rock

band  Daj  Dorogy  Yury Stylsky .

Guitar  which  the  leader  of  the  legendary

rock  band  Krama  Ihar Varashkevich
used  to  compose  some  of  his  cult  songs .
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ALL  THE  FUNDS  RAISED  WILL  BE  DIRECTED  TO  SUPPORT  REPRESENTATIVES

OF  THE  BELARUSIAN  CULTURAL  COMMUNITY  WHO  HAVE  SUFFERED  FOR

THEIR  CIV IL  POSIT ION .

Photo  Credit :  tuzinFM .by

Custom  logo  design  by  Uladzimir Tseler
for  your  brand  or  you  exclusively .

http://ay.by/lot/avtoportret-yuriya-stylskogo-5027986072.html
http://ay.by/lot/gitara-lidera-gruppy-krama-igorya-voroshkevicha-5027985931.html
http://ay.by/lot/gitara-lidera-gruppy-krama-igorya-voroshkevicha-5027985931.html
https://www.ebay.com/itm/264928598624
http://ay.by/lot/gitara-lidera-gruppy-krama-igorya-voroshkevicha-5027985931.html
http://ay.by/lot/gitara-lidera-gruppy-krama-igorya-voroshkevicha-5027985931.html
http://ay.by/lot/gitara-lidera-gruppy-krama-igorya-voroshkevicha-5027985931.html


BELARUSIAN  CULTURE  SOL IDARITY  FOUNDATION

BELARUSIAN  PEN  CENTRE

This  newsletter  was  prepared  in  cooperation  by  

TUZINFM .BY

Information  partner

CONTACT  US

E-mail :  BFKS2020@protonmail .com

Telegram :  @by_culture

Facebook :  https : / /www . facebook .com /bcsfbel

YouTube :  http : / /bit . ly /youtube-byculture

SUPPORT  BELARUSIAN  ARTS  AND  CULTURE  COMMUNITY

Follow  this  l ink  to  donate  

https://pen-centre.by/en
https://tuzinfm.by/
https://tuzinfm.by/by_culture/
https://tuzinfm.by/by_culture/
https://pen-centre.by/en
https://tuzinfm.by/
https://t.me/by_culture
https://www.facebook.com/bcsfbel
http://bit.ly/youtube-byculture
https://gf.me/u/yw5uv2

